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Editorial        
By Hazel Asamoto 

Many thanks go out to those who made the November 
Holiday Fair, at St Ignatius High School, such a 
success.  Last minute volunteering and duel 
responsibilities by many made it again, a worthwhile 
event. 

The Bulletin Staff wishes to thank you for your 
contributions this year.  This money makes it possible to 
continue the newsletter to be available on a timely 
basis.  We are looking forward to the New Year, 2008.  

 

To help lower the cost of mailing, the newsletter can be 
seen on the website: www.lkwdpl.org/jacl . To be 
removed from the mailing list, contact: 
www.clevejaclbulletin@sbcglobal.net or The Cleveland 
JACL Bulletin, c/o Hazel Asamoto, Editor, 3097 
Ashwood Rd. Cleveland, OH 44120.  

 
Happy New Year to all the readers 

From The Bulletin Staff 
~   ~   ~ 

 

Negatives of Memorable Events  
 

Clinton Yoshinori Butsuda with his wife, Masako Ito 
lived in the Cleveland area in the late 1940’s.  Masako 
passed away in 1995.  He was a young commercial 
photographer who had taken pictures at Cleveland 
Chapter JACL events and weddings.  Masako’s mother, 
Hisayo Ito had a boarding house on E. 63rd St. and her 
brother Susumu Ito and his wife Minnie also lived in the 
area and now reside in Wellesley, MA.  

 

Several negatives are available, some in poor 
condition.  

The 1952 weddings of:  

Taketa-Yokoi, Tats Yamamoto- Kinu Shintaku  

Sugawara- Miyake, Kishida 

Kinoshita-Kozaki, Jim & Jane (Sugiuchi) Doi,  

Jiro & Arlene (Kawasaki) Miyoshi  

Shiro & Kimi (Tashima) Shiozawa 

 

If interested, contact email address  

clevejaclbulletin@sbcglobal.net 

Donations - $680  
 
Yuki Nakaji – In Memory of Tom  
Masayoshi & Sugako Omura  
Jerry & Irene Omori  
Kevin & Patricia Matsui Proulx (NY)  
Kathy & Hitoshi Sasaki (CA)  
Mae Shirasawa  
Dorothy Sonoda  
Tomo Sonoda  
Richard & June Stark  
Louise Yamataki  
Jim & Midori Hosaka  
Mary Nakaji  
Sue & William Yamazaki  
Anonymous  
Toshi Kadowaki (OH) 
Jiro Dorothy Hasegawa  
Kenichi & Shirley Kondo 
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Presidents Message 
By Rick Ishiyama  

 
The Holiday Fair 2007 version was as always a very successful event.  But it had some very good firsts.  This was the 

first time that the Holiday Fair was held in the renovated dining area at St. Ignatius High School.  I think the modernized 
look with the brighter lights and an area for our vendors to be close to the entertainment all enhanced the event 
experience.  For those who did not venture into the new kitchen, I will describe it as “bigger and better”.  Throughout the 
event I heard many positive comments on the new facility from the volunteers as well as the guests.   

 

Another first or a first in a long time, there were many “youths” volunteering.  Most if not at all on the front lines working 
the food line.  When I watched them in action I was so impressed with them, their energy, work ethic and ability to deal 
with patrons one on one.  I was more impressed when I found out that they were all younger than 15 years, many 
twelve or thirteen years old.  It is not traditional for JACL to highlight singular efforts at our Holiday Fair though I think it 
is important to really appreciate how this younger generation really stepped up to help out our community.  Without 
them we wouldn’t have had the volunteers needed to support the effort.  They are: Lily Alioto, Natalie Grant, Nicole 
Grant, Elaina Hashimoto, Jennifer Paulin, Lauren Sadataki, Lily Sadataki, Richie Theus, Mary Theus, and Danny 
Theus.  If you did not notice their effort at the event that is unfortunate because when you watched Elaina Hashimoto or 
Danny Theus coming in and out of the kitchen as both runners and servers, or Mary Theus helping to direct and 
coordinate the plating along with Elaina, Lily, Jennifer, Natalie, Nicole, Lauren, Lily and Richie you really appreciated 
their energy so much that it motivated you to do more. 

 

As I reflect on Holiday Fair 2007 this will be what I remember most.  How vital and important our younger people are in 
our community as well as those we touch. 

 

Here is the list of those who donated food as well as volunteered for the Holiday Fair.  I would like to apologize if any 
names are omitted.  The names shown come from lists taken at the Fair.  If your name is omitted please let the Bulletin 
know as soon as possible so we can correct the oversight.  

 

Food Donations: 

Hazel Asamoto Chicken Teriyaki  Kim Maki Inari Sushi 

Eva Hashiguchi Baked Goods  Masie Yamauchi Inari Sushi 

Beverly Kerecman Baked Goods  Pat Sadataki Maki Sushi and Inari Sushi 

Mae Shirasawa Chicken Teriyaki  Aiko Ebihara Chicken Teriyaki 

Tina Ishiyama Inari Sushi  Mari Kuroda Chicken Teriyaki 

Rick Ishiyama Chicken Teriyaki  Mitzie Matsumoto Inari Sushi 

Yuki Sakaguchi Maki Sushi  Rose Ishiyama Inari Sushi 

Sadie Yamane Chicken Teriyaki  Betty Ochi Chicken Teriyaki 

Irene Omori Chicken Teriyaki  Toshiko Ebihara Chicken Teriyaki 

Nozomi Ikuta Chicken Teriyaki  Karen Sodini Chicken Teriyaki 

Mutsuko Ikuta Chicken Teriyaki  Bette Idemoto Chicken Teriyaki 

Allan & Junko Kraft Baked Goods  Mary Reese Chicken Teriyaki 

Terri Takahata Inari Sushi  Nancy White Chicken Teriyaki 
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Sushi Making:   

 

   Tomi Andow             Nozomi Ikuta 

 

Baked Goods: 

Sadie Yamane 

Junko Kraft 

Beverly Kerecman 

Eva Hashiguchi 

Carol Peer 

Tina Ishiyama 

Serena Ikeda 

 

Soda: Bill Sadataki 

 

Volunteers: 

Tomi Andow  Rich Theus 

Sandy Fogel  Richie Theus 

Mitzie Matsumoto Mary Theus 

Robert Matsumoto Danny Theus 

John Matsumoto Diane Asamoto Grant 

Rich Ishiyama  Nicole Grant 

Irene Omori  Natalie Grant 

Jennifer Paulin  Keith Asamoto 

Allan Kraft  Mitzie Akiba 

Junko Kraft  Shig Igarashi 

Elaina Hashimoto Tina Ishiyama 

Lily Alioto  Carol Peer 

Bill Sadataki  Ed Ezaki 

Pat Sadataki  Carole Ezaki 

Lauren Sadataki Dana Taddeo 

Lily Sadataki  Ray Taddeo 

Joyce Theus   

     

2007 Holiday Fair Flyer 

Created by Sandy Fogel 

 

Display of Japanese Kimono & Accessories  

Donated by Linda Omura to JACL 

 

Entertainment:  

Icho Daiko / Mame Daiko Taiko Drumming Group –                      
JACL * Cleveland * Oberlin   

Kang Do Won Martial Arts Institute – Team Warriors 
Competition and Demonstration Team, Wickliffe, OH  

Juggler, Billy Matsumoto  

Japanese Dancing, Solo by Beverly Doyle  

 

 

JACL Booth – Organization Info – Raffle – Bulletin 

 Newsletter  

Display Booth – Kang Do Won Martial Arts Institute  

 

Vendor Booths: ‘ 

Collector’s Items – Dan Matsui  

Japanese Dolls – Yoshiko Baker  

Fresh Asian Vegetables – Roy Ebihara 

White Elephant Sale – CARP – Masie Yamauchi  

Origami Pins & Hanging Cranes – Aiko Ebihara and 
Kathy Sasaki  

Japanese Mochi/Manju – Cleveland Buddhist Temple  

T-Shirts, DVDs, Sweatshirts – Icho Daiko/Mame Daiko  

Collectibles, and others – Cynthia Baecker, Chia Min 
Chen  

 

Winners of the Raffle Tickets- 2007 Holiday Fair 

1st Prize: Tom Tom Portable GPS Unit 

  Wendy Yasaki of Cleveland, OH 

2nd Prize: $100 Check 

  William Yamazaki of Wooster, OH 

3rd Prize: $100 Check 

  Yuriko Gilbertson of University Hts., 
   OH 

Eva Hashiguchi Jerry Omori 

Mitzie Matsumoto Irene Omori 

Ken Arie Hazel Asamoto 

Sadie Yamane Masie Yamauchi 

Karen Sodini Shig Igarashi 
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Contributions from Businesses for the 2007 Holiday Fair 

 

Alpine Valley 

Applebee’s Bar & Grill, North Olmsted, Oh 

Applebee’s Bar & Grill, Middleburg Hts., OH    

Cain Parks 

Cleveland Cinemas  

Cleveland Botanical Gardens 

Cleveland Browns 

Cleveland Indians  

Cleveland Metro Parks Zoo 

Cleveland Orchestra 

Columbia Asian Food & Gifts 

Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad  

Dave & Busters  

David Scott Salon 

East Coast Original Frozen Custard 

Famous Dave’s  

Freeway Lanes 

Fun-N-Stuff  

Goodtime III Cruise Lines 

Great Lakes Science Center 

Hibachi Steak House  

Ichiban Spa & Salon  

John Roberts Spa & Salon   

Lake Farms Parks  

Lakefront Lines 

Matsu Japanese Restaurant 

Multilink, Inc. 

New Chinatown Buffet – Elyria, OH  

Northfield Park  

Petitti Garden Centers  

Pickwick & Frolic 4th Street Restaurant & Club 

Shinano Japanese Restaurant   

TGI Friday’s  

Target Stores  

Trolley Tours of Cleveland 

Wah Fu Chinese Restaurant  

Wal-Mart 

Wild Mango Restaurant 

 

Individual Contributors to the Silent and Live Auctions:  

Chai-Min Chen  Handcrafted Bead Jewelry  

Ed Ezaki  5-In. B& W Portable TV  

Jerry Omori  Ohio State Football Helmet & All American Golf Clubs  

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 

Vital Statistics 
 
Condolences  
 
Shiro Shiozawa, 87 of Media, PA (formerly of North Olmsted and Chesterland, OH) passed away on Oct. 16, 2007. 

Beloved husband of Kimiko (Tashima) Shiozawa, survived by daughter, Debra N. Shiozawa-Boutine (Raymond), two 
grandchildren, two brothers, and one sister.  In his memory, condolences may be sent to: Debra Shiozawa, 4 Buck 
Run, Thornton, Pa. 19373. THE OLIVER H. BAIR CO.  

 

Tatsuo Anraku, 91 of Eastlake, Oh passed away on November 18th, 2007 beloved husband of the late Teru (nee 
Hosaki) loving father of Joyce(Tim) Culet and John Anraku; dear grandfather of Dr. Emily (Tom) Ostrowski, brother of 
Funi Sugihara and the late Tomi Hashimoto, Sachi Pedlow, Michi Anraku and Tad Morita.  

Continued on pg. 7 
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Icho Daiko / Mame Daiko would like to thank our sponsoring organization, the Cleveland JACL, and all of our supporters 
for the last 5 years, since 2003.  We are very pleased that we have so many interested individuals in the JA Community and 
the Greater Cleveland Area to be members of Icho Daiko and Mame Daiko.  If anyone is interested in more information 
about our taiko group, please visit our website at:  www.ichodaiko.com or feel free to email us at ichodaiko@yahoo.com.  
Below are the accomplishments that both groups have done for the year 2007.  We are looking forward to many more 
years of Taiko in Northeastern Ohio.  Have a wonderful Holiday Season and a very Happy New Year 2008. 
 
2007 Icho Daiko & Mame Daiko Performances 
February 12 Chinese New Year Banquet at Li Wah Restaurant (Mame Daiko) 
March 10  Taiko workshops for Cleveland Institute of Music (Icho Daiko & Mame Daiko) 
March 10  International Folk Festival at Lakeland Community College (Icho Daiko) 
March 11  International Folk Festival at Ohio Theater (Mame Daiko) 
March 26  School outreach at St. Gabriel School in Mentor (Icho Daiko) 
April 7  Private wedding reception in Cleveland (Mame Daiko & Icho Daiko) 
April 13  Asian American Heritage Month opening performance, Oberlin College (Icho Daiko) 
April 20  3 outreach shows at Holland Christian and public schools in MI (Icho Daiko) 
April 21  Full concert at Knickerbocker Theater in Holland Michigan (Icho Daiko) 
April 28  13th birthday for Rachel Relman in Cleveland (Mame Daiko & Icho Daiko) 
May 18  Concert at Kendal at Oberlin (Icho Daiko) 
May 19  Asian Pacific American Federation Heritage Day (Mame Daiko & Icho Daiko) 
May 26  Shansi Celebration at Oberlin (Icho Daiko) 
May 26  JACL Reunion in Cleveland (Mame Daiko & Icho Daiko) 
June 3  Japan Association of Northeast Ohio – JANO Sakura picnic (Mame Daiko) 
June 24  Kent State Univ – Summer Language Academy (Icho Daiko & Mame Daiko) 
July 14  Obon Festival – Cleveland Buddhist Temple (Icho Daiko & Mame Daiko) 
July 27  Fundraiser for Rose Walther & Emily Zichi, sponsored by Friends of Lorain Foundation,  Inc. 
 (Icho Daiko) 
August 6  Workshop for Oberlin Heritage Center Summer Camp (Icho Daiko) 
August 18 St. John Bosco, International Festival (Icho Daiko & Mame Daiko) 
August 26 Cleve Japanese American Foundation CJAF Community Picnic (Icho Daiko & Mame Daiko) 
September 1 Oktoberfest, Berea, OH (Icho Daiko & Mame Daiko) 
September 22 SCDI Annual Show, Shiva Dances (Icho Daiko) 
September 29 Akron Marathon, Kids Fest Fun Run (Icho Daiko & Mame Daiko) 
October 5  Opening performance for Music & Dance in Asia Symposium, Oberlin College, (Icho Daiko)  
October 7  Lily and Lauren Sadataki Birthday Party-Japanese theme (Mame Daiko) 
October 21 Denison Church 100th Anniversary (Icho Daiko & Mame Daiko) 
November 2 Demonstration at Roy Ebihara’s retirement party (Icho Daiko) 
November 3 JACL Holiday Fair (Icho Daiko & Mame Daiko) 
November 9 Demonstration for Oberlin College Japanese Language party (Icho Daiko) 
November 17 Demonstration at the JACL Speaker’s Bureau Event - Workshop “Building Cultural  
  Bridges” sponsored by the Japan Foundation and the College of Education of Akron 
  University – (Roy and Mame Daiko) 
December 8 Akron Countdown to First Night & Banner Creation (Icho Daiko & Mame Daiko) 
 
2007 Icho Daiko & Mame Daiko classes 
January   Beginner class (Icho Daiko) 
February-March   Intermediate class (Icho Daiko) 
February-May  Introduction to Taiko Drumming, Oberlin College Experimental College (Icho Daiko)  
April   Beginner class (Icho Daiko) 
October   Beginner class (Icho Daiko & Mame Daiko) 
Nov-Dec   Intermediate class (Icho Daiko & Mame Daiko) 
 
2007 Icho Daiko & Mame Daiko Other Activities 
May 5   Icho Daiko & Mame Daiko DVD Recording 
July 9 – 20  Taiko and Cultural Camp at Denison Church 
August 25  Icho Daiko & Mame Daiko Retreat & Drum Building 
December 1  Icho Daiko & Mame Daiko Retreat 
 
 
 
 
 



Bulletin 7 

High School Seniors of Japanese American Ancestry 
 

 
 

Deadline Announced for 2008 Cleveland Japanese American Scholarships 
  
 The 2008 Japanese American Citizens League and Cleveland Japanese American Foundation scholarship 
applications for high school graduates may be obtained from the following: 
  
               On JACL website:  www.lkwdpl.org/jacl 
               Bill Sadataki at: (330)-659-3880 
               Aiko Ebihara at:  (440)-775-4435  
   E-mail:  raebihara@aol.com 
 
  
A completed application must be returned to the scholarship committee postmarked by  
May 31, 2008.  Applications should be sent to: 
  
               JACL/CJAF Scholarship Committee 
               Aiko Ebihara 
               13791 Hale Road 
               Oberlin, Ohio 44074 
 
 

Vital Statistics continued from pg. 5 
News from Toledo:  

David Tashima, son of Irland and Kathy Tashima (grandson of Toshi Kadowaki) married Molly Jacob in Mason, Ohio 
on August 18, 2007.  They reside in Columbus, Ohio where David is in his fourth and final year of residency in physical 
medicine and rehabilitation at the Ohio State Medical Center.  

Kara (Tashima) and Paul Mealy of Seattle gave birth to Toshiko Anne (named after her great grandmother, Toshi 
Kadowaki) on November 14, 2007.  

Paul Tashima, son of Irland and Kathy Tashima graduated from University of Cincinnati June, 2007 in a five year 
program for Digital Design 

Did you know……. 

 
Dean Ochi, Mayfield Athletic Trainer, and a Mayfield graduate, started as an intern at his alma mater in 1991 before 

becoming the full-time trainer in 1994. He earned a bachelor’s degree in nutrition with a minor in sports medicine from 
Case Western Reserve University. He’s a certified strength and conditioning specialist. He and his wife, Jennifer, have 
a daughter, Alexia and reside in Mayfield Heights. The proud parents are John and Betty Ochi. 

 
Excerpts from the Plain Dealer, Thursday, October 25, 2007 by   Bob Fortuna 
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Speaker’s Bureau Report       
By Ed Ezaki  

We had a very pleasant but hectic period lately.  

On October 23rd I traveled south of Wooster to Tiniway High School to speak to the entire 8th grade of 
Tiniway Jr. High. The junior high school does not have an auditorium.  

On November 14th I had the privileged of speaking to a Doctorial Seminar Class at Kent State University 
titled “Conflict Transformation and Reconciliation”.  

On November 17th Sadie Yamane, Beverly Kerecman, Roy Ebihara, assisted by Nicole and Natalie Grant 
and I spent the day at Akron University to conduct an all day workshop titled “Building Cultural Bridges” 
sponsored by the Japan Foundation and the College of Education of Akron University. Facilitators were 
Professor Huey-li Li and Michiko Pense.  As usual Sadie did a great job sharing her experiences.  I must 
mention Beverly Kerecman who was there in her beautiful kimono and who showed the group some graceful 
dance movements. The class quickly picked up the “Coalminer’s Dance” and almost looked like a professional 
dance group.  I’m sure it was Bev’s instructional skills.  Roy Ebihara gave an in depth history of the Taiko 
Drums and with the help of Nicole & Natalie had everyone’s feet moving and jumping. Great job everyone!  

A special thanks to Professor Li and Michiko Pense for putting together the workshop.  It was well planned 
and the Bento Box Gift and lunch prepared by Kosai Japanese Restaurant was excellent and enjoyed by all.   

On Nov 21st, I spoke to a group of seniors at Breckenridge Assisted Living in Willoughby.  I have visited a few 
assisted living homes over the years and I must admit Breckenridge Home impressed me more than any I‘ve 
previously visited.  It was a very homey atmosphere and the residents seemed well cared for.  

 

I’d like to wish everyone a Happy, Healthy, Holiday Season and New Year.  

                                                                        

Photographer Masumi Hayashi to be Remembered and Celebrated with Four Exhibitions of Her Work, 
Oct. 27- Jan 27  
 
Akron Art Museum, Bidwell Gallery  
Masumi Hayashi, Meditations: Two Pilgrimages   
Oct. 27, 2007 – Jan. 27, 2008. Curated by Barbara Tannenbaum, director of Curatorial Affairs Tues. – Sun. 11 
a.m. – 5 p.m Thur. 11 a.m. – 9 p.m. Closed Monday. One South High Street, Akron. Adults $7, seniors (65+) and 
students $5, children 12 and under free.  
www.akronartmuseum.org  
 
Cleveland State University Art Gallery  
Masumi Hayashi, Meditations: The Memorial Exhibition  
Nov. 2 – Dec. 15, 2007 Curated by Michael Gentile Opening Reception Nov. 2 5-7 p.m.  
M-F, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m., Sat. 12-4 p.m.; all programs free. 2307 Chester Avenue.  
www.csuohio.edu/art/gallery  
 
Museum of Contemporary Art (MOCA Cleveland), Video Gallery  
Masumi Hayashi, Meditations: Remembering Injustice  
Nov. 2 – Dec. 30, 2007 Curated by Megan Lykins, Assistant Curator 8501 Carnegie Avenue.  
www.mocacleveland.org 
SPACES 
Masumi Hayashi, Meditations: Heartland  
Nov. 16, 2007 – Jan. 4, 2008 Curated by Susan Channing  
Tue-Thu 11 – 5:30 p.m., Fri 11-7 p.m.  Sat 11-5:30 p.m.  Sun 1-5 p.m.  
www.SPACESgallery.org 
 
Excerpts forward from community/sharing@yahoogroups.com 
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The following is an email from June Tanaka Oshiro 

 

Kei and I attended the World Premiere of “Dawn’s Light.  The Journey of Gordon Hirabayashi” by Jennifer 
Sakata at the East West Players in Little Tokyo, downtown Los Angeles.  His remarkable journey spanning 
four decades made us all familiar with his fascination and frustration with our Constitution that he had.  I felt 
privileged to have been able to see this remarkable play starring Ryun Yu who was the sole participant in a 
one hour and 45 minute program with no intermission. 

 

To quote Gordon’s brother, James Hirabayashi, Professor Emeritus of Anthropology and Ethnic Studies at the 
San Francisco State University;  “Gordon’s principled stand against the unconstitutional actions of our 
government against Japanese Americans during World War II left an indelible imprint on my life and has 
influenced actions regarding my identity as a Japanese American in our American society. 

 

Jeanne Sakata’s “Dawn’s Light” is about Gordon, his family and community as he matures into adulthood.  It 
specifically focuses on Gordon as he makes momentous decisions which were to impact the lives of Japanese 
Americans during the critical World War II era. 

 

Gordon, as a role model, influenced my actions during the tumultuous civil rights era including the strike at 
San Francisco State University to establish the first Ethnic Studies program in the country.  It was a struggle to 
legitimize our identity as Japanese Americans in American society. 

 

It is particularly crucial that we give free rein to the development of the humanities and creative arts, for the 
free expression of the life experiences is the basis upon which ethnic education builds new knowledge.  
Jeanne Sakata and the East West Players are to be commended for contributing to the self knowledge of 
Asian Americans.  In light of the continuing existence of racisms in our society, we need these expressions of 
legitimacy of ethnic lives in our multicultural society.” 

 

I hope we will be able to view the first public US screening “Cages”, Mako Iwamatsu’s last leading role, this 
month at the Aratani/Japan America Theater.  Mako was the first Artistic Director of the East West Players.  
We were saddened when the last play in which he was to act in at the East West Players was cancelled due to 
his illness before his death. 
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Soba 
(Buckwheat Noodles for New Year’s Eve) 

 
1 pkg. soba (buckwheat Garnish:  sliced  
                    noodles)  kamaboko (fish cake) 
2 sheets nori, toasted  tempura, or parboiled  
 and crumbled  spinach 
 
Boil noodles until tender.  Drain & rinse with cold 
water.  Place noodles in bowl; top with nori and garnish 
of choice.  Serve with dipping sauce. 
 
Dipping Sauce: 
2 C. dashi (fish stock)  ¼ t. salt 
3-4 T. soy sauce  2 green onions, finely  
½ t. sugar      chopped 
    daikon, grated 
Combine dashi, soy sauce, sugar and salt.  Bring to boil.  
Add green onions and daikon. 

Recipe of the Month 
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